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FRONT COVER: One of the last rosters for V/Line Freight’s ageing T class 

locomotives is the cement train from Waurn Ponds to Lyndhurst. This is the only 

remaining freight traffic on the South Gippsland line following the withdrawal 

of the sand train on Thurs.15.1. T408-T390 shunt 9420 freight in the gloom 
at Lyndhurst at 01 20 on Sat.17.1.98 


OPPOSITE: As the mercury reaches 40°C, National Rail locos 77-11 are framed 
by the verandah at Craigieburn as they pass with BY4/9823 up freight. 
Sat.17.1.98 Both photos Peter Weickhardt 


BACK COVER: 


ABOVE: To assist with the Alpine National Park bushfires A66 hauled the fire 

attack train consisting of four tank wagons to Sale due to a shortage of water in 

the area. Providing a somewhat unusual sight the down movement is pictured 
disturbing the rural peace of Rosedale. Wed.7.1.98 


BELOW: Having arrived at Sale the wagons were shunted into the now disused 

freight sidings. The train was scheduled to run to Bairnsdale but was stopped 

at Sale due to the apparent poor track and bridge condition. Wed.7.1.98 
Both photos Steven Andrews 
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A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 


fescue 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1878: Opening of Racecourse Junction - 
Geelong Racecourse line. (120) 

Ist, 1968: Closure of Ballarat Racecourse - 
Waubra line. (30) 

1st, 1968: One class travel introduced on Yarram 
and Wonthaggi lines. (30) 

4th, 1973: Seymour loco depot devastated by 
floods. (25) 


8th, 1853: Geelong and Melbourne Railway 
authorised to build a railway to Geelong. 
(145) 

10th, 1893: Last spike driven in line to Birchip. 
(105) 

17th, 1988: Closure of Scarsdale - Skipton line. 
(7) 

19th, 1898: Dismantling of Dunkeld - Penshurst 
line. (100) 

20th, 1973: Jolimont sub-station ceased 
operation. (25) 

1933: Australian Railway Historical Society 
founded in Sydney. (65) 

1943: Closure of Robinvale - Koorakee line. (55) 

1973: Rail played prominent part in transporting 
large crowds to and from the 40th Eucharistic 
Congress in Melbourne. (25) 


1988: Guards no longer employed on country 
passenger trains. (10) 


MARCH 
[azarae] 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1878: Opening of Bunyip - Moe line. (120) 

2nd, 1958: Royal Train to Ballarat for Queen 
Mother. (40) 

3rd, 1953: First L class 2,400 hp mainline loco in 
service — L1150 R G Wishart — Co-Co type. 
(45) 

5th, 1963: Centralised Traffic Control completed 
on s.g. Albury line. (35) 

8th, 1893: Opening of Wycheproof - Sea Lake 
line. (105) 

11th, 1923: First VR Technical College opened at 
Newport. (75) 

14th, 1928: First of four S class (Pacific type, 
4-6-2) locos built at Newport Workshops in 
service. (70) 

15th, 1948: First Walker Diesel railcar in service. 
(50) 

16th, 1928: Opening of Murrabit - Stony 
Crossing line. (70) 

20th, 1873: Opening of Longwood - Violet Town 
line. (125) 

28th, 1893: Opening of Donald - Birchip line. 
(105) 

1963: Victorian Railways to '62 published by Leo 
J Harrigan. (35) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station: 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


PTC ANNUAL REPORT 
1996/97 


A more detailed review of the 1996-97 
PTC annual report is reported. 


Met Trains 


BUSINESS INFORMATION 

= Met Trains continued to build on its 
commitment to improve all levels of 
business — making excellent pro- 
gress during the year. 

= Punctuality improved; stations were 
upgraded; and new Sunday Loop 
train services were introduced. As a 
result patronage grew to its highest 
level in 20 years. At the same time, 
costs were reduced and rail safety 
accreditation achieved. 

= The foundations have been laid for 
further improvements in the year 
ahead with major opportunities to 
continue to grow patronage, and 
further reduce costs. 


GROWING BUSINESS 

= Patronage grew by 3.1 percent, 
adding to the 8.2 percent increase 
over the previous two years. 

= High standards of service were 
established for special events such as 
the Melbourne Show, Spring Racing 
Carnival and the AFL Grand Final. 

= Regular Sunday Loop services were 
introduced during February 1997. 

= During June 1997 more peak hour 
loop services were provided to 
reduce overcrowding. 


TIMETABLE DELIVERY 

= Punctuality improved again this 
year, reaching its highest level since 
1983. 

= In peak periods, punctuality im- 
proved from 89.5 percent in 1995-96 
to 92.4 percent in 1996-97. The per- 
centage of late trains in peak periods 
has been halved over the past four 
years. 


CUSTOMER SERVICES 

= A further 55 stations were upgraded 
in the third year of a four year pro- 
gram. 177 stations have now been 
upgraded to include a remote- 
monitored closed circuit television 
surveillance, telephones, push but- 
ton intercoms for information and 
assistance and automatic PA 
announcements of train arrivals. 

= Exceptional standards of lighting 
were introduced at a further 52 


stations, bringing the total number 
of stations with improved lighting 
to 152. 

More than 90 percent of graffiti was 
removed within 24 hours of it being 
detected. 

Major improvements were made 
to busy station car parks includ- 
ing Eltham, Cheltenham, Seaford, 
Greensborough, Mitcham, East Mal- 
vern and St. Albans. 

Train cleanliness improved, from 89 
percent to 91 percent, based on sur- 
veys measuring the amount of litter 
and interior cleanliness of train 
carriages. 


SAFETY 
= Met Trains achieved a 3-Star rating 


under National Safety Council of 
Australia accreditation. 

The innovative safety education 
program (‘Travel On’) for primary 
schools continued with more than 
370 schools participating by the 
end of 1996-97. Nearly 40 percent 
of primary schools within two kilo- 
metres of a suburban rail line are 
now part of the program. 


QUALITY THROUGH PEOPLE 
= Met Trains received national recog- 


nition winning an Achievement in 
Business Excellence Award from the 
Australian Quality Council. 


LOOKING FORWARD 
= The next 12 months offers both chal- 


lenges and opportunities for Met 
Trains as privatisation approaches. 
A number of key projects will be 
completed improving both revenue 
and performance; automated ticket- 
ing will be introduced over the 
entire network; the Flinders Street 
Rail Yards will close; a new train 
maintenance strategy will increase 
train availability, enabling better 
services; the CCTV and lighting 
upgrade program will be completed 
for all stations; and Flinders Street 
station will be further improved. 


V/Line Passenger 


BUSINESS RESULTS — GROWTH 
= Patronage grew by 4.1 percent on 


last financial year. 


= Service delivery continued to exceed 


target with 99.8 percent of train 
and 100 percent of coach services 
delivered. 
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Since May 1997, the Upfield line has been closed between North Melbourne 
and Flemington Bridge so work on the City Link project can proceed 
without disruption. A three car Hitachi shuttle service works between 
Moreland and Anstey. Sat.25.10.97 John Berry 


= Punctuality on Inter Urban train 
services and road coaches (both 
within five minutes) achieved tar- 
gets with 93.5 percent and 98.7 
percent respectively. Inter City 
train services (within 10 minutes) 
achieved 94.5 percent, which was 
slightly below target. 


CUSTOMER SERVICES 

= A daily Sprinter service was intro- 
duced to Albury during September 
1996. 

=" A weekend Sprinter service was 
introduced on the Echuca line. This 
is the first time a passenger rail ser- 
vice has operated to Echuca since 
1981. 

= Journey times on the Geelong line 
were reduced by five minutes and 
journey times to Albury were re- 
duced by up to 15 minutes. 

= Ballarat and Bendigo corridor resi- 
dents are benefiting from additional 
weekend and weekday services. 

=" The ongoing Station Upgrade 
Program focussed on the Eastern 
corridor. A major renovation of 
Warragul station has now been com- 
pleted. 

= A major refurbishment of Ballarat 
was also completed. 

= Improvements were also made at: 
Geelong, Little River, Lara, North 
Shore, Melton, Woodend, Elmore, 
Rochester, Kyneton, Euroa, Wanga- 
ratta, Benalla, Wodonga, Avenel, 
Seymour, Chiltern and Craigieburn. 

= Two additional coaches with wheel- 
chair access and seat belts were 


added to the fleet. Seven coaches 
were also presented in V/Line’s new 
livery. 


SAFETY AND QUALITY 


= A 3-Star rating under the National 
Safety Council of Australia’s five star 
safety program was achieved. 


= A number of Total Quality Manage- 
ment Teams were established 
achieving outstanding results in 
operational efficiency and main- 
tenance. 


= Stage one of quality assurance cer- 
tification (ISO 9002) was achieved. 


= Rail safety systems and principles 
have been implemented and accredi- 
tation is expected early in the next 
financial year. 

= Major track and signalling providing 
for faster train speeds and better ser- 
vice were carried out at: Geelong; 
Traralgon; Sale; Sunbury; Euroa; 
Violet Town; Springhurst; Bittern 
and Stony Point. 


LOOKING FORWARD 

= 1997-98 presents an even greater 
challenge for V/Line Passenger as it 
prepares for privatisation. 
Patronage and financial results will 
be a primary focus ensuring the 
existing high standards are main- 
tained and improved. The priority 
placed on service delivery and punc- 
tuality will also continue, and with 
ongoing efforts towards Quality 
Assurance, further improvements 
and an even better service to cus- 
tomers are expected. 

V/Line Passenger’s objective is 

continuous improvement in all 
facets of the business. 


V/Line Freight 


V/Line Freight put in another strong 
performance in 1996-97, carrying 8.19 
million tonnes of freight — an increase 
of 19 percent on the previous year. 
Revenue increased from $102.9 mil- 
lion in 1995-96 to $117.8 million in 
1996-97, an increase of 14.5 percent. 


BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS 

Market segments which showed 
growth included grain, stone, paper, 
containers and resource hire. 


With the rationalisation of Flinders Street yard as part of the Federation 

Square project, this train may not operate for much longer. T390 stands at 

Newport Workshops with two HZB wagons with scrap metal loading from 
Flinders Street yard. Wed.26.11.97 Darren Wood 


] 
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Along with Chiltern and Barnawartha, Springhurst has now succumbed to 
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extensive track rationalisation leaving the Wahgunyah branch 
severed from the mainline. October 1997 David Cornish 


= Grain was V/Line Freight’s major 
traffic with revenue increasing from 
$53.7 million in 1995-96 to $65.2 
million in 1996-97, an increase of 
21.5 percent. Export tonnage was up 
31.6 percent on the previous year. 

= Container revenue increased by 15 
percent to $16.9 million. Growth 
was recorded on Shepparton, 
Tocumwal, Mildura, Deniliquin, 
Horsham and Wodonga services. 

= Resource hire revenue increased 
from $2.3 million last year, to $4.1 
million in 1996-97, an increase of 
78 percent. 

= Revenue for industrial products was 
solid with reductions in cement, 
sand and briquette traffics offset by 
increases in stone and paper traffics. 
Paper revenue has increased from 
$0.9 million in 1995-96 to $2 million 
in 1996/97. 


OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 


= V/Line Freight successfully renego- 
tiated a five year contract with the 
Australian Wheat Board. 

= Quality Certification to ISO 9002 
standard was achieved by the Grain 
and Contract Services Business 
Groups in December and the Train 
Operations Group in May. 

= Throughput at Dynon Container 
Terminal increased by 21 percent. 

= V/Line Freight led a cross-functional 
procurement team negotiating a 
new two year, $150 million contract, 
for the supply of petroleum pro- 
ducts to the whole of the Victorian 
Public Sector. 


= Expansion of ‘Driver Only Oper- 
ations’ continued focussing on key 
V/Line Freight corridors. 

= Remote control devices were fitted 
and commissioned on four loco- 
motives. 

= Trackwork extensions were com- 
pleted to Tocumwal Container Ter- 
minal. 


PRODUCTIVITY INCREASES 

= Staff reduced 9.6 percent, or 11 staff 
to 1045 in 1996-97. 

= A 20 percent reduction was achieved 
in lost time injuries. 


SERVICE RELIABILITY 


V/Line Freight maintained ‘Best Prac- 
tice’ for service reliability and achieved 
99.6 percent for service delivery, and 
91 percent train punctuality. 


Commercial Services 


INFRASTRUCTURE 


Emphasis this year continued to be 
placed on quality, safety and perfor- 


mance. 


Building on last year’s work, Quality 
Certification to ISO 9001 was achieved 
across the division at minimal cost, and 
injury frequency rates fell by 15 perc- 
ent. A safety committee of senior 
management and front-line staff, as 
well as a network of on-site groups, 
ensured safety remained a top priority. 


Service delivery improved, with a 
12 percent reduction in delays due to 
infrastructure failure for suburban 
trains and a 35 percent improvement 
for trams. These achievements occur- 
red as costs continued to be reduced 
and staff numbers fell by 9.1 percent. 


Major capital works managed by the 
division on behalf of the operating 
businesses totalled $82.5 million and 
included: 


= The commissioning of a new com- 
puter-based signalling system at 
Newport. 


= Relocation of the metropolitan elec- 
trical overhead department making 
way for the Docklands develop- 


ment. 


1997 saw the introduction of the private hire train for Patrick Stevedore between 
Melbourne and Adelaide. On an overcast day, former AN units CLF4-CLF1 round 
the curve at Newport with the eastbound service. Fri.2.1.98 Julian Insall 


=" Commissioning of the new South- 
bank tram maintenance and oper- 
ational depot. 

= Major upgrade of Upfield line 
began. 

=" Completion of upgrade works at 
Warragul, Morwell and Seymour 
stations. 

= Renewal of 170,600 sleepers across 
Victoria. 

= Major rationalisation of sidings 
across Jolimont yards. 

= Track and signal work on Geelong 
line to allow greater speeds. 

= Elimination of halon gas from PTC 
sites. 

= $8.5 million spent on tram track 
upgrade. 


RAIL VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 
The division is responsible for the 
availability and reliability of country 
and metropolitan trains and trams. 
Performance was solid during the year, 
with focus on improved planning and 
maintenance. 

Suburban train targets were met 
despite the effects of the February hot 
spell. Targets for trams and freight 
trains were also comfortably met. 

Other accomplishments for the year 
included: 
= Reliability improvements to 107 

Comeng three-car suburban trains. 
= Structural repairs and interior work 

to 13 Hitachi three-car suburban 

trains. 

= Staff were reduced by 92 or 6.3 per- 
cent. 

= Inventory levels were reduced by 
11.8 percent. 
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= Significant progress towards 3 Star 
status under the National Safety 
Council of Australia Safety Accredi- 
tation. 


During the forthcoming year, key 
functions of the division and reporting 
relationships will change as work is 
devolved to the operating businesses 
to prepare for privatisation. The chal- 
lenge is to implement these changes 
smoothly and ensure vehicle avail- 
ability and reliability targets are main- 
tained and improved. 


FINANCE AND PLANNING 


An extensive range of planning and 
financial services was provided to the 
businesses and divisions during the 
year. 


Planning and feasibility studies for 
major projects included: development 
through to approval and funding for 
the rationalisation of Jolimont rail- 
yards — part of the Federation Square 
project; development of new tram ser- 
vices through the sports and entertain- 
ment precinct; Docklands and related 
air rights for Spencer Street station; 
and community consultation for the 


Upfield line upgrade. 


Negotiations were completed with 
the Department of Infrastructure on 
the fourth annual service agreement 
between the Corporation and the 
Government. . 

The Division worked closely with 
the Government’s Transport Reform 
Unit and its consultants to facilitate 
the separation of V/Line Freight and 
country rail infrastructure from the 


PIC. 


The PTC and the Department of 
Infrastructure also worked together to 
allow new third party operators onto 
Victorian rail infrastructure. 

Other achievements included: 
=" Completed commercial develop- 

ments on PTC properties at Eltham, 

Moorabbin and Caulfield stations, 

and in Chapel Street, South Yarra. 


= Secured agreements for commercial 
developments at South Yarra, 
Frankston, Diamond Creek and 
Sunbury stations. 


= Policies and strategies were devel- 
oped to manage heritage value of 
PTC assets and liaison continued 
with groups involved with their use 
and ongoing preservation. 


TURNING POINT 


The last issue of the PTC’s staff news- 
letter Turning Point was issued for 
Thurs.18.12.97 (vol. 5, no. 24). This 
issue, printed with a colour cover and 
centrespread included photographs of 
the changing public transport images 
over the years. Snippets of past related 
staff magazine front covers were 
printed on the cover. 


SERVICE PERFORMANCE 


The following table shows the punc- 
tuality of Met Train services (percent- 
age of trains within five minutes of 
schedule) over a two week period: 


Week AM PM 

Ending Peak Peak All day 
29 Nov 86.5% 82.0% 89.3% 
6 Dec 1.1% 90.0% 94.1% 


N471 pauses at Violet Town opposite the discarded infrastructure from the recent yard rationalisation 


heading 8332 up Albury pass. Sat.27.12.97 Peter Weickhardt 
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A view of various proposed branchlines running from the Outer Circle railway around the 1890's era. 
Source: David W Beardsell and Bruce H Herbert. The Outer Circle: A history of the Oakleigh 


to Fairfield railway. (ARHS Vic. Division) 


‘WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE PROPOSED 
RAILWAY TO DONCASTER EAST?’ * 


I: action meant that any Don- 


caster railway — such as that proposed 
in 1991— would have to run much of its 
length underground, a most expensive 
and unlikely option. 

The Liberals are also to blame for 
their procrastinating in the 1970s. 
Economic times were tough, granted, 
but money was found to extend the 
freeway between 1978 and 1982. Why 
wasn’t the railway built instead? 

In 1998, the options for a fixed rail 
link of some sort to Doncaster appear 
to be: 


® extending the North Balwyn tram to 
Westfield shoppingtown or beyond 
via Doncaster Road. 

building a light-rail line from Smith 
Street, Collingwood, in the median 
strip of the freeway, with the pos- 


sibility of an extension up Thompsons Road or Doncaster 


Road. 


the freeway could be considered. 


a railway along the median strip as far as Thompsons Road 
(the same as ‘scheme one’ proposed on 20 December 
1973). Thereafter, an extension underground or beside 


The short answer is that the 
Labor government effectively 
torpedoed the plan in the 
early 1980s. If you believe 
Rob Maclellan, who was 
shadow minister for transport 
in 1984, the government — 
sometime between 1982 and 
1984 — sold the land that 
had been set aside for the 
railway once it left the 
median strip of the Eastern 


freeway 


Stephen Cauchi 


I believe the last option is the best. 
Given that it would be above ground 
and in the freeway’s median strip, it 
would be cheap to build. 

The bonus of the railway is that all 
trains stopping at stations between the 
loop and Victoria Park could then run 
to Bulleen, allowing Epping and Hurst- 
bridge line trains to run express. 

The sorry saga of the Doncaster rail- 
way — see the timeline below — reflects 
the priorities accorded rail and road in 
Victoria in recent decades. Victorians 
will soon enjoy a freeway all the way 
from Fitzroy to Donvale. By contrast, 
the only tangible evidence of the Don- 
caster line, after 100 years of plans and 
submissions, was a cutting dug near 
Victoria Park station in 1976 that was 
soon filled in. 


1890: Proposal put forward to extend the Kew line across 


the Outer Circle line to Warrandyte, with a branch line to 


Templestowe. 


to Doncaster. 


1920s: Further proposals put forward to extend the Kew line 


*Marc Fiddian, Commuters, Scholars and Shoppers 
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15 August 1952: Kew line closed. 


1959: A reservation for a major road from Doncaster Road 
to Mount Dandenong Road is created. 


1961: Mr G O S Greer, a city councillor of Kew, voices the 
need for a rail link to Doncaster. 


1965: Mr Greer — now Mayor of Kew — urges construction of 
the railway at a dinner attended by the Prime Minister, Sir 
Robert Menzies, and a future Victorian Premier, Mr Rupert 
Hamer. 


27 May 1969: The Age announces that ‘detailed planning has 
started for the Victorian Railways’ new line to East Doncas- 
ter, which will plug the most glaring gap in the suburban rail 
network.’ The article reports that the railway — running from 
near Victoria Park station on the Clifton Hill line down the 
middle of the proposed Eastern Freeway, then branching 
away to Doncaster — will be incorporated in the forthcoming 
1969 Melbourne Transportation Study. 

The chairman of the Board of Works, Mr A H Croxford, 
says ‘a station will be built at Burke Road, and ultimately 
there would be car parks at stations and links for feeder bus 
services.’ Work on the freeway will start next year, says the 

article, but ‘no starting date for the railway has been given.’ 


9 December 1970: ‘Work on the $33 million Eastern Freeway 
will start in February or March, the Minister for Local Govern- 
ment (Mr Hamer) said yesterday,’ writes John Jost in the Age. 
‘However, a date for work to start on the railway has not 
been announced — it might be many years.’ 


1971: Work begins on the Eastern Freeway, planned at this 
stage to end at Thompsons Road, Bulleen. 


December 1971: Parliament passes legislation — the Eastern 
Railways Construction Act — setting the route for the new 
line along the Eastern Freeway to Thompsons Road, Bulleen, 
then through Templestowe to Blackburn Road, Doncaster, 
cutting through 30 houses. 


27 June 1972: Possible routes for the outer section of the ‘$42 
million’ railway will be investigated by the parliamentary 
public works committee, reports the Herald. ‘There has been 
a certain amount of argument about the details of the route,’ 
says the acting Transport Minister, Mr Meagher. 


25 September 1972: Box Hill council rejects a proposed route 
forwarded by Doncaster - Templestowe council because it 
would interfere with open spaces under the Metropolitan 
Planning Scheme and cut into open space near Koonung 


Creek. (Sun). 


20 October 1972: A Doncaster citizens’ committee collects 
2000 signatures on a petition against proposed routes for- 
warded to the government by Doncaster - Templestowe 
council. (Herald) 


23 October 1972: A meeting of 1000 Doncaster residents 
presses the State Government to keep its original route for 
the railway and rejects two alternative routes proposed by 
Doncaster - Templestowe council. One of these follows the 
Eastern Freeway all along the Koonung Creek, instead of 
branching off at Bulleen. The other takes the railway past 
Doncaster shoppingtown and through the Eastern golf 
course to Blackburn Road, demolishing 110 houses. (Age) 


19 December 1972: A parliamentary report on the railway 
sticks to its original plan and rejects six alternative routes, 
delighting the residents of Doncaster-Templestowe and 
angering its council. The public works committee values the 
outer section of the railway at $23.5 million, criticises the gov- 
ernment for allowing development to continue along the 
proposed routes, and puts estimated travel time at 20 to 25 


minutes from Blackburn Road to Melbourne. The following 
day the Szn quotes the Transport Minister, Mr Wilcox, as say- 
ing the question of beginning the work is up to the State and 
Federal Treasuries. According to the Age, ‘no starting date to 
the project was available yesterday. The report said the work 


> 


might not start for “some years”. 


23 February 1973: The Age reports in detail on the route of 
the railway: 


1. From Victoria Park station to Thompson’s Road via the 
Eastern Freeway median strip; 


2. A sub-mile length along the Koonung Creek valley; 


3. A section running north-east from the Koonung Creek 
valley to the entrance of a proposed tunnel near the corner 
of Harold and Dale streets, Bulleen; 


4. A1.5 mile tunnel running north-east under Manningham 
Road and High Street, Doncaster, to a point close to the 
corner of Oak Crescent and Fyfe Drive, Doncaster. 


5. A 0.17 mile length running east from the east portal of 
the tunnel. 


6. A 1.65 mile length running east to Tucker’s Road. 


7. A half-mile length to Blackburn Road terminating near 
the corner of King Street. 


‘To date no firm completion time has been given,’ says the 
article. “The Parliamentary Public Works Committee said 
following the announcement of its findings that the railway 
might not be begun for some years and acquisition of land 
was not urgent.’ 


May 1973: The Liberals pledge to construct the eastern rail- 
way to Bulleen — not Doncaster — in their transport policy. 
They are returned to power in the elections. No mention of 
the railway in Labor’s policy. 


20 December 1973: Despite giving the impression the route 
had been decided upon, the Public Works Committee is still 
working out possible routes for the outer section of the rail- 
way. Three routes — two of them new and far shorter than the 
third — are under consideration: scheme one, which stops at 
Balwyn Road ($24 million); scheme two, which is scheme 
one plus a branch out to Doncaster Road ($28 million); and 
scheme three, the route originally proposed ($63 million — 
quite a cost blowout from $42 million). (Age) 


7 March 1974: The Age says the railway’s estimated cost is 
now, depending on the route, between $34 million and 
$73 million. It quotes a transportation engineer, Mr Robert 
Morgan, as telling a Parliamentary Public Works Committee 
that none of the proposed routes could be justified on 
economic grounds and that a busway with exclusive or 
preferential right-of-way would be a better investment. 


10 April 1974: ‘Eastern Rail Plan May Be Ditched’ says the 
headline in the Age. It says that the seven-man committee was 
told by the state executive council to investigate other trans- 
port alternatives, including a ‘publicly operated high speed 
road-bus service.’ ‘The eastern railway .. . is expected to be 
very costly and has been given low construction priority by 
the Railways Board,’ says the article. 


11 April 1974: The Herald blasts the government for not 
revealing — after numerous cost estimates, committee hear- 
ings, even after passing legislation — what its stance on the 
railway is. The Doncaster-Templestowe Transport Action 
Group spokesman Mr Bevan Ramsden says his group has 
been ‘duck-shoved from minister to minister and from 
department to department.’ He says ‘the need for official 


explanation is obvious after such a bewildering procession 
of promises and proposals.’ 
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The proposed Doncaster railway. Map courtesy of the Age 


24 July 1975: The Victorian Railways has bought 18 properties 
for the railway, reports the Sum. 


25 July 1975: The government says the railway will go ahead 
despite serious doubts over the viability of the project, 
according to the Age. The Premier, Mr Rupert Hamer, makes 
the announcement after an all-party committee rejects the 
other transport proposals and says the railway should be 
given priority. The official cost is $74 million, but govern- 
ment sources put the cost at $120 million, and the line’s cost- 
benefit rating appears too low for Federal Government 
financing. The opposition dismisses the announcement as a 
hollow 1976 election promise. The Premier says construction 
of the line will not start until after the underground rail loop 
is finished in 1980. He gives no firm starting date. 


18 August 1975: A cutting dug near Victoria Park station for 
an underpass for the railway stops because of economic diffi- 
culties faced by the contractor, reports the Age. The Trans- 
port Minister, Mr Meagher, denies the excavation would be 
filled in. ‘I would never allow anything so stupid to happen,’ 
the article quotes him as saying. Oh, really? See 12 October 
1976. 


March 1976: Labor Party transport policy says ‘we will sup- 
port the construction of the Eastern railway’. Liberal Party 
transport policy makes no mention of a railway or light rail 
to Doncaster. Liberals re-elected on 20 March 20. 


12 October 1976: According to the Herald, the ‘$600,000’ cut- 
ting, made more than two years ago, is being used as a dump 
for excavated earth. Officials at the site, which is 400 metres 
north of Victoria Park station, say it needs to be temporarily 
filled in so the Eastern freeway can open the following year. 
The article says ‘a tunnel is proposed under one lane of 
the freeway to feed the line on to the centre plantation’ of 
the Clifton Hill line, with railway and Country Roads Board 
officials talking to the government about constructing the 
tunnel now fora cost of $1.5 million. The article reaffirms that 
the line ‘is not expected to begin until at least the 1980s after 
the Loop is completed. However under present economic 
circumstances even the chances of work starting then seem 
remote.’ 


December 1977: Eastern freeway opened to Thompsons 
Road. 


3 May 1978: The State Government orders the immediate 
start of work on a 2.7 kilometre extension of the freeway to 
Doncaster Road. 


1979: Liberals’ transport policy released; no mention of East 
Doncaster line. Labor policy promises to build the railway. 
Interestingly, the Age of 24 April, in its discussion of Labor’s 
policy, says the railway will run to ‘North Ringwood via 
Doncaster’. Liberal Party re-elected. 


1981: City Loop opens. 


9 February 1982: The state Labor Party reissues its transport 
policy, calling for new railways from the city to Melbourne 
Airport, city to East Doncaster, Huntingdale to Ferntree 
Gully and Frankston to Dandenong. Labor originally issued 
this policy in November 1981. (Age) 


11 March 1982: No mention of the East Doncaster line — 
heavy or light rail — by the Liberals in their transport policy. 


(Age) 


27 March 1982: ‘Contrary to its earlier position, Labor says 
at least one of the new tracks, to East Doncaster along the 
Eastern Freeway median strip, could be a tram service rather 
than a rail line.’ (Age) 


3 April 1982: State Labor party elected to power, breaking 
27 years of unbroken conservative rule. 


3 June 1982: Eastern freeway extension to Doncaster Road 
opens. But the Government shelves plans to extend the 
freeway to Ringwood. 


11 August 1984: According to the Age, the Liberals’ shadow 
transport minister, Mr Maclellan, says that the Government 
has sold land set aside for the Doncaster line. 


1985: State election time again. No mention of a railway or 
light rail to East Doncaster in either party’s transport policy. 
Labor re-elected. 


27 May 1988: ‘Metplan’, a document outlining Melbourne’s 
public transport future for the next 15 years, is released. Only 
a light rail line to Doncaster shoppingtown via the Eastern 
Freeway median strip is proposed. 


1 July 1991: The Public Transport Users’ Association, inner- 
Melbourne councils and anti- freeway groups release a plan 
to build a railway to Doncaster. The new line runs along the 
freeway median strip to Thompsons Road, then goes under- 
ground for six kilometres via Westfield shoppingtown to East 
Doncaster. Seven stations are planned: Kew, North Balwyn, 
Bulleen, Lower Templestowe, Doncaster Central, Waldau, 
and East Doncaster. 


8 September 1991: A Public Transport Corporation report on 
transport options for Melbourne’s eastern corridor rules out 
building a railway or railway/light rail to Doncaster because of 
the cost — $336 million for the railway and $167 million for 
the railway/light rail. (Age) 


17 November 1991: The Australian Conservation Foundation 
and the Australian Railways Union release a joint report 
calling on the Federal Government to increase spending on 
railways, including a new line to East Doncaster. (Age) 


26 February 1992: In a review for the state government, Pro- 
fessor Bill Russell of Monash University rejects the proposed 
extension of the Eastern freeway and calls for independent 
financial advice on the cost of a railway or light rail to 
Doncaster. (Age) 


27 February 1992: The state government releases its $256 
million transport plan for Melbourne’s eastern suburbs which 
defers — indefinately — building a rail link to East Doncaster. 
(Age) 

27 August 1993: BRW magazine runs an interview with Pro- 
fessor Bill Russell, who says: ‘In a study I did of the Eastern 
freeway, I asked the Corporation to do a costing of a heavy 
rail network out to Doncaster. It was quite clear they did not 
have the expertise to do that. The engineers are very conser- 
vative. They seem to be in the habit of telling politicians that 
the costs are too high and that it would be better to use buses.’ 


7 September 1993: Funding allocated in the state budget for a 
$225 million extension of the Eastern freeway to Springvale 
Road. 


24 January 1995: In a letter to the Age, Collingwood resident 
Mr Gary Schurr quotes the state Minister for Roads, Mr Bill 
Baxter, as saying most of the traffic on Alexandra Parade is 
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bound for the western suburbs, rendering unnnecessary a line 
to East Doncaster. Yet, claims Mr Schurr, Vicroads later 
produces figures indicating that 70 per cent of the traffic is 
city-bound. 


10 October 1995: Transport and environment groups protest 
against the decision to extend the Eastern freeway by pushing 
an eight-metre train made from wood and cardboard along 
the freeway’s medium strip. 


1996: Transporting Melbourne, the first integrated transport 
strategy for Melbourne since the 1969 study, is released. De- 
spite the fact that Doncaster’s population has swelled enor- 
mously since 1969, there is no mention of the railway — even a 
light rail — for that corridor. ‘The extension of the Eastern 
Freeway, currently under construction, provides the potential 
for significent improvements to bus operations in this corri- 
dor, the only major radial corridor in Melbourne primarily 
serviced by buses,’ it says. Wonder why? 


1997: Eastern freeway extension to Springvale Road opens. 


PTC PHOTOGRAPH AND VIDEO SERVICE 


The Public Transport Corporation has 400,000 black and 
white and colour photographs available for purchase, 
covering 115 years of railways and tramways in Victoria. 

Subjects include engineering infrastructure, station build- 
ings, signalling, rollingstock and of course locomotives 
— steam, diesel and electric. The service also offers a 


number of video titles. 
For enquiries, contact Colin Kemp or John Phillips 


Phone: (03) 9619 4180 or (03) 9619 4818 
Fax: (03) 9619 4960 


Level 10, Transport House 
589 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 


G522 works a local container movement through Osborne (SA) enroute to the National Rail Islington Freight 
Terminal. This unit, along with ex-AN loco 517 have been used by NR on metropolitan trip train workings 
in Adelaide, replacing ASR locomotives. Fri.5.12.97 Roger Evans 
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DUDLEY STREET 
— 12.25 pm, Sunday 1 April 1962 — 


The area bordered by Dudley 


| are and Adderley Streets in a 
rior to the erection of the Carriage 3 West Melbourne has been : 3. These two sidings were known as 


Maintenance Depot (CMD) in the late 


Bank Road Nos.1 and 2, and were 


1980s (See Note 1), the site was occu- used to stable, service and used to store carriages. 
pied by the Carriage Shelter Shed, : mgintain the country carriage * 4, \tis believed that this was a signal 


Dining Car Depot (See Note 2) and 


Train Lighting Depot (See Note 3), : [veer since the mid-1890s So 


as well as numerous other buildings 
housing support staff. 


although only a shell remains. 
. This shed was used by the local 


Recently, I came across an aerial : Chris Banger : track gang (presumably to store 


photo of the Dudley Street area taken 

at 12.25 pm on 1 April 1962 that prowides an excellent over- 
view of the site as it was prior to the erection of the CMD. 
With the assistance of PTC staff who worked in the area 
during the 1960s and 1970s, I have been able to identify most 
of the key structures in the photo. These have been tagged on 
the sketch plan with numbers that correlate to the following 
notes. 

1. Franklin Street Signal Box. This brick signal box was com- 
missioned on 17 August 1924 in conjunction with the 
opening of the new suburban island platforms at Spencer 
Street station. It still stands today, but has not been 
manned since Metrol absorbed the area which formerly 
controlled by the box on 18 October 1986. 


. Franklin Street was the point at which the lines serving 
the country platforms at Spencer Street junction with the 


suburban lines running between Flinders Street and 
North Melbourne. 


equipment). 


. 


6. This was the hostel for country based engine crews stay- 


ing overnight in Melbourne during the 1960s. This build- 
ing had originally been erected in approximately 1922/23 
to house yardsmen, guards and shunters. Its role has 
varied over time, for instance, it was occupied by Railway 
Investigation Officers (RIOs) in the late 1970s. It still 
stands today and is used as the amenities building for 
CMD staff. 


. The Carriage Shelter Shed covered eight tracks (Road 


Nos. 3 to 10, where Road No.3 was the closest to the main 
running lines) and was completed during the 1896/97 
financial year. 

The Overland was normally stabled in Roads 3, 4 and 
5 during the day in 1962. This gave car cleaners easy 
access to their store containing fresh linen and other 
items located at the North Melbourne end of the shelter 
shed. 


Photo ee of the PTC 


10. 


11. 


12. 


15. 
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A sketch of Dudley Street carriage maintenance depot bordered by Dudley and Adderley Streets Axthor 


The broad gauge Spirit of Progress and the Daylight 
were normally stored on the other side of the shed. This 
gave Refreshment Services Branch staff direct access from 
the Dining Car Depot to the dining and buffet cars used 
on these trains. 


. The small, square hole in the roof of the shelter shed was 


used to exhaust smoke from steam locos temporarily 
employed to provide steam when the normal boiler 
housed in the Boiler House (10) was under repair. It 
appears that either surplus A’ or Y class engines were 
normally used for this task during the early 1960s. 


. Note the two F class diesel electric locomotives standing 


outside the shelter sheds between shunting duties. A 
number of interesting carriages can be identified near 
the locos, including the Club Car (with the rounded end 
and today known as Norman) standing on Road No.10 
at the end of the Daylight carriage set. 


The Boiler House supplied steam to the adjacent Turbo 
Room (11) and the footwarmer plant (44). 


Turbo Room. Steam engine generators were overhauled 
at the Train Lighting Depot and tested in this room 
using steam supplied from the Boiler House (10). Over- 
hauled generators were returned to workshops and loco 
depots once they passed the tests performed in the Turbo 
Room. 


Briquettes for the boiler were stored on the Adderley 
Street side of this annex, whilst footwarmers were heated 
in the central section. A tinsmith was located in a small 
room adjacent to the Carriage Shelter Shed. Presumably 
his main role was to repair footwarmers. 


Mens’ toilet block. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21, 


This was another store for car cleaners in which spare 
parts were kept, including seats and carpets. Amenities 
for car cleaners were also housed in this building. 


A scene for the Australian movie Squizzy Taylor was 
filmed in this area. 


A ramp was provided between the Car Cleaning Store 
(14) and the Generator Room (17) for Refreshment Ser- 
vices Branch staff to wheel trolleys loaded with catering 
supplies from the Dining Car Depot into the Shelter 
Sheds to re-stock dining and buffet cars (mainly those 
cars used on the Spirit of Progress and the Daylight in 
1962). The trolleys were a special narrow design able to fit 
the wooden elevated walkways within the Shelter Sheds. 


Generator Room. A 110 volt de generator was housed 
in this section, and was used to charge the batteries of 
carriages standing within the Carriage Shelter Shed. The 
output from the generator was circulated throughout 
the Carriage Shelter Shed by cables running under the 
elevated timber walkways that extended along each track. 
Points at which the cables could be tapped were located 
at strategic locations along the walkways. 


The laneway in this section was covered — presumably to 
give Dining Car Depot staff all-weather protection when 
moving supplies to the Carriage Shelter Shed. 


Carpet Room. Carriage carpets were cleaned and stored 
in this building. 

Bird Cage and Pond. These were both dis-used by the 
early 1960s and were presumably originally erected for 
the benefit of staff during work breaks. 

A room for electricians was located at the Dudley Street 
end of this annex, whilst a room for fitters was at the 
opposite end. 


22. 
23. 
24. 
2). 
26. 


27. 
28. 


29. 
30. 


31. 


32. 
33. 
34. 


35. 
36. 


37. 


The interior of the carriage shelter sheds at Dudley Street in 1947. The steam locomotive on the left was used 
to provide steam to the Dudley Street area when the normal boiler was being overhauled. Immediately 
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behind the loco is an airconditioned E type sleeping car (No.4 formerly known as Buchan) and a composite 
steel buffet car (either Moorabool or Tanjil) Photo courtesy of the PTC 


Staff canteen. 

First Aid store. 

Staff locker room. 

Another car cleaners’ store. 


This building housed the car builders. It contained a 
workshop at the Dudley Street end, as well as a store, 
office and change/locker rooms. Footwarmers were sto- 
red in racks within a store located on the Spencer Street 
station side of the building. 


Dining Car Depot — Bakery. Completed in 1923. 
Dining Car Depot — Office, Kitchen and Store. Com- 
pleted in 1908. 

Dining Car Depot — Butchery. Completed in 1922. 
Dining Car Depot — Laundry. Built in stages between 
1908 and 1922. 

Dining Car Depot — Equipment Store. Supplies of linen, 
china and glassware were held in this building. 

This room was used by staff repairing undergear. 
Electricians’ hut. 


Main access roadway into the area from Dudley Street. 
The remains of this driveway can still be seen today in the 
footpath outside the CMD. 


Train Lighting Depot — Carriage Battery Charging Room. 


Train Lighting Depot — Battery Store. New and over- 
hauled spare batteries were stored in this room. This 
section was added in 1938/39. 


Train Lighting Depot — Belt Drive Store. The belts stored 
in this room were a part of the lighting/airconditioning 
systems of country carriages, and were used between the 
axle and the generator. This section was added in 1938/39. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 
43. 
44, 


45. 


Ice House. Ice stored in this building was used on car- 
riages to cool drinking water. The ice was delivered by 
road from the VR Ice Works. 

Chippers Road. This track was the closest to the Dining 
Car Depot and was named after an early Train Lighting 
Inspector. All heavy undergear repairs were normally 
performed on this track, such as battery and lighting 
generator replacement. 

Train Lighting Depot — Generator Test Room. Carriage 
generators were tested after having been overhauled in 
the Train Lighting Depot Workshop. 

Train Lighting Depot — Workshop. All equipment 
associated with carriage and steam locomotive lighting 
was overhauled within this facility. 

Train Lighting Depot — Timekeeper’s Office. 

Train Lighting Depot — Main Office. 

Footwarmer Plant. This was the main facility used to heat 
footwarmers before they were distributed to trains. A 
loading dock existed on the Adderley Street frontage for 
road trucks to convey heated footwarmers to Flinders 
Street station for Eastern and South Eastern trains. 
Roads 11 to 17. These roads were used to externally and 
internally clean carriages. Elevated timber walkways exist- 
ed between the tracks to give car cleaners easy access to 
carriages. During the early 1960s, a total of 300 car cleaners 
were employed within the Dudley Street complex. 


. Road 17A. 
. Carriage stabling sidings. 


Festival Hall. 
Dudley Street. 
Adderley Street. 
Batman Street. 


NOTES 
1. A Brief History of the Carriage Maintenance Depot (CMD) at 


Dudley Street: 


During 1982 and 1983, Transmark (the consulting arm of British 
Rail) undertook a detailed review of the methods employed by 
VicRail to service and maintain its country carriage fleet. They 
concluded that the existing facilities at Dudley Street were 
totally inadequate to meet the needs of existing and planned 
InterUrban and InterCity services. 

Early in 1984, the V/Line Board (the VR had been replaced by 
V/Line [State Transport Authority] and The Met [Metropolitan 
Transit Authority] from 1July 1983) recommended to the Trans- 
port Minister that a new maintenance depot for carriages be built 
at Dudley Street based on the concepts developed by Transmark. 
The Minister and the State Government accepted this recom- 
mendation and funding for the works was made available. 

The proposed depot consisted of seven, 180 metre long roads 
that could each accommodate seven carriages. Three roads 
would be for servicing (inspection, wear measurement, adjust- 
ment and minor repairs), whilst the other four roads would be 
for periodical maintenance (detailed inspection, heavy internal 
cleaning, and part repair/replacement). A carriage washing plant 
was also a part of the project. 

Demolition of the Carriage Shelter Shed and the Dining Car 
Depot commenced in early 1985 and was completed by the 
middle of the year. 

Work on the project was suspended in late 1985 after it was 
estimated that the final cost would exceed the proposed budget. 
The role of the new depot was re-assessed and as a result its 
size reduced. 

The re-designed depot still had seven roads, although their 
length had been reduced (three roads would now accommodate 
five car consists plus a van, whilst the other roads would accom- 
modate four car consists plus a van). Five of these roads would be 
used for servicing and preventative maintenance (inspection, 
adjustment, heavy internal cleaning and minor repairs), whilst 
the remaining two roads would be used for ‘out of course’ main- 
tenance (bogie exchange and preventative heavy maintenance). 

Work resumed in mid-1986, and all earthworks were com- 
pleted by September 1986. Road Nos. 1 to 4 became fully oper- 
ational on 26 February 1990, whilst the last of the seven roads 
(No.7) became fully operational on 10 April 1990. The car wash 
was completed and commissioned in 1991. 


. Refer to p. 106 of the April 1997 issue for a brief history of the 
Dining Car Depot. 

. A Brief History of the Train Lighting Depot at Dudley Street 
The Train Lighting Depot (TLD) was initially established to 
maintain the electric and Pintsch gas lighting systems used on 
country carriages. It is unclear when the depot was initially estab- 
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lished on the site shown in the aerial photo, although it may have 
been in the early 1920s when the VR committed itself to convert- 
ing the bulk of the country carriage fleet from Pintsch gas to 
electric lighting (see notes on the evolution of electric lighting 
on loco hauled stock below). 

By the late 1930s, the TLD was also responsible for the main- 
tenance of stoves and hot water systems on dining and buffet 
cars, buffet car refrigeration, and carriage airconditioning 
systems. In addition, the TLD overhauled steam locomotive 
lighting generators. 

An extension was added to the TLD in 1938/39 to cope with 
this workload that ran parallel with Road No.11. 

The TLD was demolished in June 1990, and was the last of the 
old facilities to be removed to allow for the re-arrangement of 
facilities at Dudley Street. 


The Evolution of Electric Lighting on Loco Hauled Stock 
The first VR carriages to be equipped with electric lighting were 
the State Cars in 1912 and 1913 (Presumably State No.4 when it 
was built in 1912 and State Nos.1 and 2 in 1913). These cars were 
followed by the V&SAR Joint Stock sleeping cars Pekina, Bader- 
loo, Dargo and Tambo in 1919. At about the same time, the AB cars 
used between Heidelberg and Hurstbridge prior to electrifi- 
cation, and the ABL car used on the Lancefield line were 
equipped with electric lighting. 

In October 1922, the VR commenced a program to convert 
approximately 750 cars from Pintsch gas to electric lighting using 
a system supplied by Stone of the UK. By November 1922, all AE 
and BE cars running on the 5.00 pm express train to Sydney were 
electrically lit. The Adelaide express was the next train on which 
sitting cars were electrically lit, and this train was followed by 
all the other important trains running on the VR. 

By 1949, 550 Victorian country carriages were fitted with 
electric lighting. 

Pintsch gas was last used in Victoria to light carriages in 
September 1966. 
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The demolition of the carriage shelter sheds was well advanced when this photo was taken in 1985 
Photo courtesy of the PTC 
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FAREWELL — 
THE SAND 
TRAIN 


Traffic is temporarily halted on 
the South Gippsland Highway as 
P14 drifts through a rapidly 
changing Cranbourne as works 
for the suburban train project 
begin in earnest. Wed.5.4.94 
Steven Andrews 


A dirty H4 shunts the sand train 
at Koala siding soon after 
sunset during a Rail Tourist 
Association excursion. 
Sat.16.3.96 Peter Weickhardt 


In a classic late afternoon 
summer setting, T379-T396 haul 
five loaded VHSF sand wagons 
near Monomeith. Sat.3.1.98 
Darren Wood 
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With less than a month of 
operation left, driver Noel 
Bamford and locomotive 
assistant Darren Wood shunt 
Koala siding with T392-T409. 
Tues.6.1.98 Darren Wood 


Crossing a concrete culvert on 
the down side of Koo Wee Rup, 
T396-T379 slow to obey the 

15 km/h speed limit indicative 
of the declining track condition. 
Sat.3.1.98 Darren Wood 


Destined for preservation on 
the South Gippsland Railway, 
Y135 teams with T392 to form 
the last down movement of 
the sand train. The pair are 
pictured prior to departure at 
Spotswood. Thurs.15.1.98 


Jeff Bounds 
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— Vale — 


DOUGLAS CHARLES MCLEAN 
1935-1997 


Members of the Victorian 


D:. was born 12 August 1935 


and was educated at primary and 
secondary schools in Essendon and 
resided at 4 Amelia Avenue, Strath- 
more quite close to the main line to the 
North East. Young Doug was in a great 
position to see all types of motive 
power either surmounting the grade 
of Glenbervie or down trains gather- 
ing speed to surmount the grade 
on Olivers (Glenroy) bank, in between 
the local Essendon — Broadmeadows 
two-car consists and later when ser- 
vices extended to Broadmeadows the seven-car sets, in which 


in later life he was to become very involved in controlling 


their movements. 

Doug became very inter- 
ested in the running of the 
railway, however upon going 
through his high school years 
and obtaining his leaving cer- 
tificate, he was to enter the 
work force in another capac- 
ity, as a Junior Clerk in the 
Accounts section of Noyes 
Bros Pty Ltd on 14 January 
1952 where he stayed until 3 
February 1956. His love for 
a railway career commenced 
on 6 February i956 when he 
joined the Victorian Railways 
as a Supernumerary Junior 
Clerk at Melbourne Goods. 

During his years with 
Noyes Bros he became a 
member of Youth Hostels 
Association (YHA) complet- 
ing many bush walks and out- 
ings with the group; finding 
friends who like him were 
interested in railways, moun- 
tain scenery and the environ- 
ment. He particularly liked 
the North East area of the 
State and the High Country 
around Mount Bogong. Many 
years later he was to have the 
superseded mile post from 
the down side of Glenrowan which the author photographed 
before 138 was placed in a conspicuous place outside his 
residence at Lawrence Road. Doug and his railway com- 
panions would ride along closed rail formations on their 
push bikes to check out and photograph line side structures. 
Fellow enthusiasts Des Jowett, Brian Brooke and Peter Ralph, 
would join him in these exercises and together they covered 
a variety of lines before Doug joined the Department. 


Norman W De Pomeroy 


The late Douglas Charles McLean 
Photo courtesy of the Leader Newspaper Group 


Division of the ARHS 
as well as many friends, 
and fellow members of other 
society’s were saddened 
to learn of the death of 
Doug McLean on Saturday 
evening 20 September 1997 


However, after joining the service he 
expanded his journeys going on trains 
to check out lines and together 
with Des Jowett and Brian Brooke who 
had by now also joined the Depart- 
ment, spent their weekends and 
Christmas vacations at Heathcote Junc- 
tion, photographing trains surmount- 
ing the Great Divide both ways. They 
camped in their tents under the pine 
trees and the ASM there was kind 
enough to let the trio cook in the signal 
box. During the Christmas vacation of 
1955-56 the trio did train trips to Tallangatta, Hopetoun, 
Goroke and Balranald using their sleeping bags in station 
waiting rooms. 

Whilst travelling from 
Hopetoun to Murtoa, Mr 
Gavan Duffy joined the train 
at Minyip, having been to see 
his good friend the SM there, 
Mr Len Lalor. The trio were 
delighted and a great chat was 
had with the gentleman about 
rail experiences, and Mr 
Gavan Duffy referred to the 
trio in one of his ‘Epistles’ in 
railway journeys as the “Three 
Musketeers’. 

As mentioned, Doug’s 
career commenced on 6 
February 1956 and his mind 
made up to apply himself 
and learn all he could. He 
attended the Railway Institute 
and studied Safeworking and 
by the end of the year he had 
obtained the G D Burgess 
Special prize for A Division 
with a mark of 98.3% which 
showed his application. Doug 
was to study at the VRI over 
the next six years whereupon 
he gained all of his Safework- 
ing certificates. By 1962 he 
had certificates in Train Run- 
ning with marks of 84% and 
90%. 

His application to detail did not go unnoticed and by 
August of 1956 he was to transfer to the Supt. of Train Services 
at 67 Spencer Street ‘Head Office’. Doug became involved 
with train timetabling, a job he enjoyed. On all fan trips he 
could be seen noting running times and in fact, the author 
recalls he travelled behind him on a ARHS Special ex Beech 
Forrest/Colac and between Geelong and Melbourne with life 
long friend Ian Barkla firing for me on R734, Doug together 
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with the late Claude Einsiedel recorded all sectional times to 
the second and all who were aboard the special will forever 
remember the run from Geelong. During the 1960s Doug’s 
expertise as a Timetables Officer was of great assistance to 
tour organisers, all thankful for his meticulous attention to 
detail which ensured their schedules were guided between 
the extensive regular trains operating. In fact many an even- 
ing was to be spent at his home in Mount Waverley, pre plan- 
ning special trains which was of great assistance to volunteer 
organisers, who were most grateful for Doug’s assistance. 
Again his meticulous work was to take him further in the ser- 
vice when Mike Ronald a train controller and later to become 
Chief Traffic Manager, suggested Doug to go on the ‘Board’. 
Doug was selected to become an Acting Train Controller, a 
job he had set his mind to, to become proficient like others on 
the ‘Boards’. Mike and Doug were to become life long friends 
and were in touch frequently even in retirement; however, 
sadly Doug attended Mike Ronald’s funeral just three weeks 
before his own. 


So as a Class 5 Clerk, Doug commenced on the ‘Board’ 
3 July 1961 as a Class 1 Acting T/C and was to spend nearly 
12 months in this capacity. Then he was asked if he would 
accept a promotion to the grade of Train Controller Class 2 
at Ballarat and Geelong for Annual Leave purposes of staff 
there and also as required for an additional Train Controller 
at Geelong for the superphosphate traffic. Doug accepted 
the offer and went relieving at Ballarat in June 1962, when 
the interstate traffic and bulk wheat trains running on the 
up towards Geelong and superphosphate trains on down 
trains were at a maximum, but as Doug had learned the pro- 
fession well it was handled without concern. Doug was to 
relieve at Ballarat again in 1963 when he was there for a 
month. 


He then was sent to Geelong in November 1962, and it was 
at this location he was to show outstanding ability to detail. 
Whilst here, his interest in the welfare of tours, would see 
him down at the station office at all hours to check how the 
running of the train was going or offering professional advice 
to promptly resolve any problems that may have arisen and 
deemed it a pleasure to be there in his own time. Doug’s 
arrival at Geelong was a very busy period of record wheat 
harvests and great number of trains on single lines in the 
district could be a train controller’s nightmare, but not for 
Doug, he demonstrated a liking for rosters, time tabling and 
his staff. After he settled in, during 1962-64 period here, he 
was held in very high esteem by his fellow train controllers, 
district staff and also his attention to the many industries 
which his position involved him with. 


It was during this period your author was driving trains 
across the ‘Plains’ whilst stationed at Cressy and Doug on 
the ‘Board’ wondering when I was going to partake of a 
‘Meal’. Doug was to leave Geelong at the close of 1964 
and returned to Melbourne Control, however his efforts at 
Geelong did not go unnoticed by Geelong Senior T/C 
Gordon Ross and he was destined for higher positions. He 
was to now operate the busy Standard Gauge control board, a 
state of the art to what he had been used to at Geelong. 
However, as expected Doug was promoted Acting Chief 
Train Controller Class 1 (Central) in January 1970 and pro- 
gressed through the grades quickly to become a Senior Train 
Controller in October 1974. July 14, 1975 saw him transfer 
back to Geelong in a ‘Seniors’ capacity where he was gladly 
accepted. 


It was over the next four years that he had a huge impact on 
railway operations, improving goods and passenger perfor- 
mances, he effected the change over from four-wheel vehicles 
to bogie rollingstock, saw the introduction of express goods 


trains via Cressy to Mount Gambier and Melbourne, roster- 
ing of block wheat trains between Dunolly and Geelong, 
also from Dimboola and Murtoa to the terminal at Geelong. 
He also brought about the change over of railmotor services 
to buses, enabling grain trains to run unhindered between 
Warrenheip and Geelong, also responsible for the renumber- 
ing of trains in the area. With his expertise, Geelong had 
become a very efficient place, however after his period here a 
promotion awaited him in Melbourne. It was a sad day for the 
Geelong T/C when in October 1979, he returned to Head 
Office to allow his train running expertise to be drawn upon 
by many people. Later in 1984 he was to become Section 
Manager, Timetables Co-ordination, where he remained in 
this position until February 1991. 


Doug was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) in 1988, 
but the first symptoms were noticed in 1971 when the Doc- 
tors at Fairfield Hospital diagnosed him with Glandular 
Fever, but some how Doug knew differently. 


This affliction was to become progressively worse and 
Doug would walk long distances to try and combat the 
problem. However after being told of his MS he returned to 
work albeit in a restricted capacity and he took early retire- 
ment on 8 February 1991 after 35 years of dedicated service 
to the railway. 


Doug was not one to sit idle and all through his career he 
had been involved with the ARHS (Vic. Div.). He was very 
active on the Tours Committee during the 1960-70’s period, 
placing together many of the Tour notes for the Society’s 
specials. In fact he had a flair of his own, his contribution to 
preparing the finished product from information passed on 
to him by his fellow enthusiasts, were always eagerly sought 
after, read, and kept. 


It was by coincidence, that the tour notes for the 60th 
anniversary tour of the Spirit of Progress were his last contribu- 
tion for the patrons who travelled on this train. He was a very 
active Committee member of AREA, where he prepared their 
notes, gathered information and contributed under the nom 
de plume of ‘Agent Doodles’. He was always ready to prepare 
notes as requested for the AREA’s many mid-week tours, 
and he will be sadly missed. 


He had always had a desire to visit Scotland, to endeavour 
to trace his McLean family history and to my surprise early 
one morning in September 1991 I came across Doug and 
his wife Beverley at Spencer Street station, upon inquiring 
what brings you folk here, I was informed that Doug was 
off to England!! said Bev. I was surprised and Doug, even 
though not the best, was not going to let his affliction deter 
him and was determined to make the trip. Beverley was 
to see him off on the airport bus, however the flight from 
Tullamarine to England involved a 24 hour stop over in 
Singapore, then due to further technical difficulties with 
the plane which delayed departure, meaning Heathrow 
(England) arrival was 12 hours late and by this time Doug 
was just about worn out. He was met at the airport by his 
good friend Peter Pay and his wife Jean whom Doug had met 
in Melbourne whilst Peter was working for Transmark, a con- 
sulting arm, of British Rail during 1986-87 as a consultant 
to the PTC. 


Doug was eventually to stay with Peter and Jean in York 
and after a good night’s sleep in London, he quickly became 
the Doug as people remembered him, a great achievement 
for one who had MS. Also in England at the same time, was 
his work mate and sincere friend Graham Pack. Together they 
journeyed to the Isle of Man which was an experience Dou 
was often to quote. The return trip from Douglas (IOM 
to York, saw Doug alight at Peterborough from the Sprinter 
service running between Liverpool and Harwick, where due 


to the late running of this service a 90 minute connection to 
York was expected. Doug set himself up in the station buffet 
where he passed the time talking to a member of the staff, so 
when the train to York duly arrived, Doug had to be extracted 
from the buffet and on to the train as he had made firm 
friends with the staff! 


On another occasion he caused a mild panic when, after 
allowing for the difficulties of getting across London and on 
to his hotel at Southend, he had not arrived there some four 
hours after he was due! However, he rang York when he duly 
arrived and explained that at Carlisle he saw a class 153 Sprin- 
ter going via Barrow and as it looked interesting he caught it 
not knowing the mild panic he was causing. 


He never ceased to discuss experiences of his travels and 
the people he met whilst in England and kept up correspon- 
dence with them all. 


Doug was not one to let his MS control his movement and 
he likened his condition to that of a steam locomotive. He 
would say ‘My steam gauge is very low at the moment, so I 
must turn it around and build myself up’ and on countless 
occasions he did this and his work for the Society’s would 
continue and it will be difficult to replace his expertise at 
the typewriter. 


He took a great interest in the Multiple Sclerosis Soctety’s 
work and was to become the Secretary of ‘People with MS’, 
also become the Editor of the PWMS monthly publication 
Short Circuit. He arranged a ‘Tele-link’ where a dozen or so 
members who could not leave their homes, were entertained 
by a guest speaker arranged by Doug over the telephone line, 
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an experience I had the pleasure of, discussing experiences 
on a couple of occasions as his guest. 

Doug was always fully supported by his dear wife Beverley, 
who was there to provide him with much needed support and 
encouragement, when his MS dampened his spirits and, by 
coincidence, Douglas passed away 29 years to the day that he 
and Bev were married. 

At his funeral service it was sad to reflect that he had been 
responsible for the scheduling of many steam locos on their 
final journey some three decades ago, now with the passage of 
time, many of those like Doug who loved steam, and were 
pioneers in steam preservation were progressively reaching 
the end of the line. 


At the funeral service the ARHS representation was headed 
by the President Ian Jenkin, seven Life Members and various 
other members from fellow enthusiast societies. There were 
many people present from the former Victorian Railways 
Administration section as well as the current PTC, and in 
particular from the Train Control and Timetabling sections. 

Doug and Beverley had two sons, Steven and Bradley, who 
gave Doug great pleasure with their academic achievements 
and their progress to the work force. He was always very 
proud to quote the boys’ experiences to who ever may ask 
and the family misses him very much. 

Doug justly deserved the respect shown to him, and his 
love of the High Country was where he wished his ashes to 
be spread and this will be seen to by his close associates. 


Acknowledgements to Ilan Barkla, Don Potts, Des Jowett, 
Graham Pack, Ron Chandler (Geelong) and Andrea West. 


a 


‘Carpolac or Bust’. D? 619 has just arrived at Carpolac and is preparing to run around its train on 


Sat.25.9.58 Late Doug McLean, Train Hobby Collection 
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Indulging in his favorite passion, Doug is pictured ‘train spotting’ at Heathcote Junction 


An honoured friend to all rail preservation societies, Doug is photographed presenting a framed picture to 
the president of Seymour rail heritage group, Colin Rutledge Both photos Peter Ralph 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


METROPOLITAN 


EPPING LINE SLEEPER 
REPLACEMENT: In the early hours 
of the morning of Sun.18.1, a sleeper 
discharge train ran on the Epping 
line hauled by Great Northern’s 
1345 and 377. The train was seen 
passing through Northcote at about 
06 30 that morning with T345 up 
front and 377 at the rear of the 
sleeper wagons. 


S CLASS IN THE SUBURBS: 

On Sun.18.1.98 the 10 40 down 
Long Island steel (9553) was hauled 
by S307, T371 and X54. This is 
unusual as S class units do not 
usually lead. Steel trains are usually 
hauled by an X-T-X combination 
and S class locos do not usually run 
in Melbourne. 


DEMISE OF THE SAND TRAIN: 
On Sat.10.1.98 the Spotswood - Lang 
Lang block sand train was hauled by 
1390 and T379. This was the last 
Saturday working of this train as the 
following Saturday P23 took some 
empty wagons from Spotswood 

for storage near West Tower. On 
Thurs.15.1, Y135 was attached to the 
last down Lang Lang working for 
placement to the South Gippsland 
Railway for preservation. 


SOUTHERN PRIVATE 
RAILROAD CHRISTMAS 
PICNIC: On Sat.20.12.97 a special 


Passengers face long delays and a not so merry Christmas as H2 tows a 


defective XPT set back to Spencer Street following a failure soon 
after departure. Thurs.25.12.97 


steam/diesel hauled passenger train 
operated between Lilydale and 
Bacchus Marsh. This train was 
hauled by R707 and Y127, both 
operated by 707 Operations and 
they represented two classes of 
locomotives that have not made 
recent appearances on the Lilydale 
line. The special operated in a push/ 
pull mode between Newport to 
Lilydale, leaving R707 to continue 
solo to Bacchus Marsh. 


UPFIELD SUBURBAN TRAIN 
TRANSFERS: On Tues.16.12.97, P22 


hauled a three-car Hitachi set from 


$307-T371-X54 haul 9553 down steel train to Long Island at Glenhuntly on 
Sun.18.1.98. It is rare to see S class locomotives leading trains 41 years 


after their introduction Both photos Jeff Bounds 
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Flinders Street yard to Upfield and 
returned with a defective set. P19 
hauled two three-car Hitachi sets to 
Upfield on Thurs.8.1.98, returning 
with similar sets. A week later on 
Thurs.15.1.98, T409 hauled a six car 
set to Upfield, swapped it for 
another six cars and hauled it to 
Somerton, ran around and proceeded 
to Epping maintenance depot 
arriving just after 21 00. After 
detaching the suburban set, T409 
returned light engine to South 
Dynon Loco. 


XPT POWER CAR FAILURE: On 
Thurs.25.12.97 the XPT departed 
Spencer Street but did not travel 
very far out of Melbourne until it 
experienced problems with one of 
the power cars. The train was hauled 
back to Spencer Street by H2 where 
XP2015 was detached and left alone 
for the rest of the following day 

at the end of platform 1. After 
problems with the power car were 
rectified, XP2015 travelled back to 
NSW on Sat.27.12.97 by itself. 


MANGALORE SIGHTINGS: 

Wed.10.12: A77 on up ballast train 
ex Goulburn Valley line at 11 50. 

Wed.10.12: NR1-C505 on down 
standard gauge goods at 17 20. 

Sat.13.12: T320 with up Cobram 
special pass. at 17 05. 

Sat.20.12: G511-X34-A??-X??-T396 on 
down Goulburn Valley line goods 
at 10 15. 

Wed.24.12: 8179-812? on down 
standard gauge goods at 17 40. 
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by ee. Baker 


F. the benefit of the younger readers I will describe the 
infamous ‘bug hut’. 

‘Bug hut’ was a derogatory term for the four-wheeled 
‘workmen’s vehicle’, in which resided painters, carpenters 
and plumbers, these men being stationed at various locations 
throughout the State in order to carry out maintenance and 
repairs to railway stations and houses. 

Another four-wheeled vehicle, containing the tradesmen’s 
tools and equipment, would accompany the workmen’s 
vehicle and on arrival they would generally be placed in a 
dead-end siding at the station, handy to an electric plug on a 
light pole. 

Summer and winter, the vehicles had no protection from 
the elements and in the summer they were like furnaces. This 
was made worse in the earlier days as there were no gas bottles 
and the men would have to cook their meals on an interior 
wood stove. 

There were always two men or more to a hut, as the trades- 
man always had an assistant, and one night in the sixties I 
had to run the Robinvale goods and we had a ‘bug hut’ on the 
train that was to be shunted off at Manangatang. 

We got away late and instead of the hut occupants riding in 
the guard’s van, as they were supposed to, they decided to 
ride the hut and go to bed. I was in a hurry and coming down 
the Waitchie bank I had a fair bit of speed up and the ride 
was so rough the two men were shaken out of bed onto the 
floor. 

When I stopped at Waitchie to shunt I copped a lot of flak 
from the sleepless pair but I only laughed at them as they were 
not supposed to be riding in the ‘bug hut’. 

Often if we knew the workmen were riding in the hut we 
would fire heavily and make as much smoke as possible to 
annoy them and sometimes the hut would be entirely blacked 
out. We thought it was fun anyhow, even if they didn’t. 

Overall, these men had very poor conditions; they were 
underpaid for what they endured, but collectively they were a 
good bunch of men and I met a lot of them over the years. 

Talking about Waitchie reminds me of the time one night 
on this same job where we had to put offa truck of sheep. We 
put the truck in the siding and came out with the engine. The 
four of us, driver, fireman, vanman and guard decided we 
could push the truck up to the sheep race and this would save 
us coming in from the other end with the engine as, naturally, 
there was no tow-rope around. 

Well we started to push the truck up to the race and a sheep 
on the top deck piddled over the bald head of the vanman and 
it’s a wonder the language did not set the truck on fire. This 
incident was not forgotten for a very long time. 

Talking of vanmen, these men used to ride in the guard’s 
van to assist with the heavy van goods and they used to help 
the guard shunt as well. 

One night at Ultima I was to run the 8 pm Robinvale goods 
and my mate went off sick; no other fireman around, so I was 
to take the vanman as fireman and surprisingly we got along 
OK. Some of the vanmen knew the ropes as well as some of 
us and we got to Robinvale OK. A relief fireman came up the 
next day on the railmotor — it wouldn’t happen these days. 
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One other incident I recall was one Sunday when the 
fireman went out and lit up J529 which was to run the 4.30 pm 
goods from Robinvale to Ultima. Every weekend there would 
be a rest job to Robinvale from Ultima and after a couple of 
hours the fireman strolled out to check the engine and 
discovered that the cab was on fire, as the oily waste and oil 
behind the brake pedestal had caught alight and the floor 
was burning as well. 

After the fire was put out it was discovered that the heat had 
melted the pipe unions at the back of the brake pedestal. This 
had caused the engine and train brake to be inoperative. 

Well, the crew wanted to get home and the nearest relief 
engine was 70 miles away at Ultima and this engine was cold, 
anyhow, so they decided to take half a load and come home 
on the engine hand brake and the guard’s hand brake. 

They got home OK; the driver’s front window had been 
broken by the heat of the fire, so it was a bit draughty, but they 
moved along and approached each stopping station very stea- 
dily, otherwise they would not have been able to stop. 
It wouldn’t happen nowadays. 

Sometimes, for a bit of mischief, if you had a four-wheel 
Z guard’s van with canopy trailing, you would take the van 
over the pit and onto the turntable at Robinvale and turn the 
van, so that the guard would get a rough ride back to Ultima. 
Ifit was summer you would light the stove in the van and shut 
all the doors and windows. 

Some of those shifts to Robinvale used to run into long 
hours — 13 hours or more was quite common, shunt and van 
goods at all stations. If you didn’t do those shunts, you would 
have to do them the next night on your way back to Ultima. 

It was quite common to arrive at Robinvale well into the 
daylight hours, place the perishable trucks, take the engine 
over the pit, hostle it, wash up and stagger off to bed. We were 
allowed a minimum of eight hours off on a rest job before 
coming on duty again. If it was summertime, the local track 
gang would feel sorry for us, so they would coal the engine for 
us, bless em! Most times, though, we coaled it ourselves and 
sometimes the guard and vanman would help us, too. 

At times the Robinvale yard would be full of trucks of 
sleepers and dried fruit and you would shunt for hours, trying 
to sort it all out and marshal your train. 

One Wednesday night we had a meal and took coal and 
water. After we had made our train up, we worked four hours 
shunting, to have half a shift in and not even left the yard. 

I remember on one occasion the engine sitting at the coal 
stage at Robinvale on the Saturday night and the fireman 
wandered out from the rest house and decided that the 
boiler needed water before it would be lit up the next 
morning, so he removed the right hand shoulder washout 
plug and — whoosh — the plug blew into the scrub! The 
boiler still had enough steam in it to blow that heavy plug 
away. The plug was found the next day in the daylight hours. 

The Robinvale rest house was of the usual standard of 
construction, hot in summer, freezing in winter. One cold 
day I printed a large sign, ‘PNEUMONIA FLATS’, and placed 
it at the front of the rest house. The caretaker got cranky and 
tipped the sign down. 


At Ultima we had a popular driver in charge who was a bit 
of a wag at times. He used to refer to the J class engines as 
"Lancashire bastards’ in a pseudo English voice. He always 
used to boast about how far he could go on one fire. He would 
arrive at Ultima and boast about how far the fire took him, but 
always had neither steam or water when he arrived, so he used 
to cop it over that. 


One day this driver was coming back to Ultima from 
Robinvale and broke the spring on the left hand side of the 
pony truck on K175, with the result that the cowcatcher was 
tearing up the roadway at the level crossings. He had to 
remove the cowcatcher eventually. 


Smithy was a pretty cluey sort of bloke. One day J512 had 
a defective air compressor. The reversing rod in the steam 
end of the compressor was bent, so Smithy took the rod out, 


N ot long after I had passed my driving examination 
in 1962, a fireman and I were booked to travel per railmotor 
to Gunbower on the Cohuna line and bring back the goods 
train ex Cohuna operating on an alternate Monday. 

We got to Gunbower, did the necessary and set off towards 
Bendigo. 

We arrived at Elmore, took water and cleaned the fire, and 
once again set off towards Bendigo. Almost immediately the 
engine, K149, started to prime, so I did the right thing and 
worked the engine with smaller regulator opening and a bit 
longer cut-off to maintain speed. The priming ceased, but the 
boiler was foaming badly and no matter what I did, the foam- 
ing would not stop, so we got along the track at a slower rate 
of knots. The engine was using water at a rapid rate. My mate 
was doing a good job. 

We struggled up the Huntly bank, rolled down the other 
side, picked her up at the bottom and commenced steaming 
again. Coming through White Hills, the injector cut out; 
the tender was dry. 

By this time we were running pretty late, too. Nothing for 
it but to drop the fire and send for relief engine, so my mate 
set off into the darkness with the staff. 

The relief engine arrived eventually and we were hauled 
into Bendigo in disgrace. 
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straightened it, put it back and got the compressor working 
ain. 

ss? the bush in those days you did things to keep the job 

going. Of course, a lot of things you did would suit you, too. 

In the sixties, during the wheat season, there was a guard at 
Korong Vale who had been transferred from Bendigo. One 
day he was running the 10.20 am goods from Korong Vale 
to Ultima and shunting all the way. 

He was supposed to shunt at Borung, the first station out 
of Korong Vale but he didn’t do the shunt and control asked 
him at the next station why he didn’t shunt at Borung. He 
told control that when he got out of the van to shunt he was 
nearly speared by a group of aborigines so he got back in 
the van and didn’t do the shunt. 

Needless to say he was taken out of the van for good 
not long after that. 


The next day (I can remember this quite clearly), K149 was 
going to be lit up. There was some uncertainty as to what the 
water level was in the boiler, as the lighter-up said he couldn’t 
see any water in the glass, but a driver who happened to be 
on the engine said that he could just see water in the bottom 
of the gauge glass, so the engine was lit up. 

After a time, the engine was making steam and then bang 
— dropped a fusible plug, so the water level was not in the 
bottom of the glass at all, it must have been a bit below it so 
that when I knocked the fire out the previous night, the water 
level must have been fairly low at that time. 

I never heard any more of the incident. I suppose the 
department allowed for my inexperience, but I drove the 
engine according to the conditions at the time. 

As a small point of interest, K149 was the last K class built 
with the drop-down fire box door. All other K classes from 
150 on had the butterfly type door. 

One thing drivers learnt early in the piece was that if your 
engine was not steaming too good and you were getting 
behind time, never ever blame the fire, because you would 
be answering ‘corry’ for weeks afterwards. Always blame 
something else, even if the fire was to blame, because the 
department was always touchy where the fire or fireman was 
concerned. The department was of the opinion that someone 


Framed between the trees J512-K184 perform for photographers during a Mansfield line tour. Sat.15.11.69 


Michael Schrader, Train Hobby Collection 
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K175 hauls a tour train. Perhaps a reader can identify the location and date 
Michael Schrader, Train Hobby Collection 


was to blame if the fire was not up to scratch, even if the 
engine itself was at fault. 

Talking about firemen, if you had a new chum on the 
engine, you would tell him to put half a dozen shovelfuls of 
coal on top of the brick arch and the engine will steam like 
mad. It was funny to watch; no way could you get coal on top 
of the arch, as the baffle plate was in the road. 

When I was firing in Kerang in the mid-fifties, I used to 
fire sometimes for a driver who was a bit of a wag. If we had a 
good engine, he would say ‘Jack, she’s going that well that 
she’d steam on ballast’. 

Talking of boilers priming, when I was lighting up the 
engines in Kerang on Sundays, before lighting up, I used to 
open the blow-down cock and drain out any sludge or sedi- 
ment which would settle in the bottom of the boiler whilst 
the engine had been standing for a couple of days. Always 
there would be a fair amount of muck. : 

Now, I wish to relate a couple of amusing incidents which 
concern the railmotor days around the early seventies in 
Bendigo. On late Friday afternoons there would be three 
railmotors lined up at No.1 platform with their trailers and C 
vans being loaded at a feverish pace. Because there would be a 
lot of van goods to be loaded, the pace would be more hectic 
if the pass. from Melbourne happened to get in late and there- 
fore the railmotors would be late in docking at the platform. 
These railmotors’ destinations were Deniliquin, Sea Lake 
and Cohuna. 

On this particular Friday, the pace was hectic again, as 
usual. The Deniliquin motor was being loaded. Included in 
the van goods was a large cardboard box of saveloys, destined 
for the local football club at Deniliquin. The guard on this 
day, whose initials are MHG (he was a railmotor driver and 
used to run as guard sometimes), was unaware that the van 
stowers had placed a box of car batteries on top of the box 
of savs. Anyway, the railmotor got away towards Deniliquin 
and arrived at the appointed time. As MHG was unload- 
ing the van goods, he noticed that the box of car batteries 
had up-ended and that battery acid had leaked into the box 
of savs, making them inedible. The chap who came to the 
station to pick up the savs was none too pleased, either. 
Anyway, MHG marked the waybill ‘Unfit for human con- 
sumption’. 

The next week, up from Melbourne, stormed the claim’s 
agent and he collared MHG and asked him on what authority 
did he mark that waybill unfit for human consumption. MHG 
answered ‘How would you like to eat savs which have been 
dipped in battery acid?’. The claims agent stalked out and 
that was the end of the matter. 


Most readers will remember Brill railmotor trailer, MT200. 
It was a rough old thing to ride in and on this particular 
Friday, it was attached to the Deniliquin railmotor. The van 
goods were being loaded and it was the usual thing that when 
the small van space in MT200 was filled up, the excess van 
goods would be loaded onto the rear seats in the trailer. 


Included in the excess van goods on this day was a large 
cardboard box of half-grown chooks. The motor set sail for 
Deniliquin with old MT200 bouncing along behind and 
MHG as guard. About half way to Deniliquin, the lid on the 
box of chooks came off; the chooks got out and perched on 
the backs of the seats. MHG said that the chooks were 
rocking up and down with the motion of MT200. Eventually, 
after a bit of a chase, the chooks were returned to the box — 
none the worse for wear. Another little incident comes to 
mind of when I was working in Geelong in the early eighties. 
The brake blocker in Geelong Loco complained to the depot 
foreman that with the pilot engines, when they came in 
for attention to the brakes, the brake blocks used to smell of 
stale urine. A notice went up on the wall in the notice case 
that the practice of urinating on the brake blocks had to 
cease forthwith. Well, of course you know what happened. 
The pilot crews, most of them anyway, made it a point of 
urinating on the brake blocks at every opportunity — ‘give 
the whingeing so-and-so something to whinge about!’ 
He did whinge, too, but eventually it all died out. 


Just in closing, I wish to relate an incident which occurred 
in Ultima around the year of 1966. We had a new driver in 
charge and on this particular occasion he was running a goods 
train to Korong Vale. He left Ultima around 9 am and the 
engine, K189, was going bad, priming badly and steaming 
badly as well; probably the spark arrester had blocked up. The 
train was within sight of Lalbert station when K189 dropped 
a fusible plug (dropped a sinker). There he was, disabled, 
with no relief engine available from Ultima, so he was left 
there nearly all day until a relief engine arrived from Korong 
Vale. There was no real hurry to rescue him, because the 
railmotor to Robinvale was a night time job at this time. 


I don’t know how he did it, the department was going to 
fine him; I think the going rate was €5 in those days, but 
he got out of it somehow. 


There used to bea story going around for years concerning 
the monetary penalties extracted by the department from 
employees found guilty of serious offences (serious enough 
to be fined, anyway). The story used to be that when one re- 
tired, the money was given back to you. Well, when I retired 
I didn’t get any back! 
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A selection of the month’s Letters to the Editor 


Mr Ted Godwin of Cockatoo writes: 


On page 323 of the October 1997 issue, 
regarding CK1 (ex T401) running on 
three gauges, there is speculation that 
this could possibly be the first Aust- 
ralian General Motors unit to do so. I 
would like to qualify this as probably 
being the first to run on three different 
gauges in normal service. The first 
Clyde-GM locomotive to actually have 
operated on three different gauges is 
the former Australian Cement Ltd 
(Fyansford) D1 Wesley B McCann. 

This locomotive ran a light engine 
trial on 1435 mm gauge in multiple 
with BHP Whyalla DE1 (also destined 
for use on 1067 mm) from Clyde’s 
Granville works to Campbelltown 
thence to Chullora Workshops for 
weighing and return to Clyde on 
24.8.1956. The same pair ran load trials 
from Enfield to Broadmeadow and 
return on 27.8.1956 (803 tons down, 
1000 tons up) and again on 28.8.1956 
(800 tons and 920 tons respectively). 
D1 leading VR T336 worked in multi- 
ple on a goods ex Enfield on 8.9.1956. 
As D1 was not equipped for multiple 
unit working, the multiple unit oper- 
ation was done by means of special 
cables and fittings provided by Clyde 
Engineering. (D1 was hauled from 
Bandiana to Fyansford on broad gauge 
bogies which were S class tender 
bogies). At Fyansford it operated on 
1067 mm gauge until sold to VR on 
24.5.1969. VR converted it for MU 
operation and numbered it T413 and 
used it on 1600 mm gauge. Refer to 
ARHS Bulletin, May 1960 for details 
of NSW trials and delivery. 


Mr. John Kirk, Director of the Aus- 
tralian Railway Association writes: 


I read with interest and dismay the 
article ‘Railway accidents cost Austra- 
lia millions — national rail safety 
review signals the way’ written by cor- 
respondent Sid Brown published in 
the January 1998 edition of NEWSRAIL. 
I could not let it pass without com- 
ment. 

This article is quite out of date and 
paints an extremely misleading pic- 
ture. One could be forgiven for think- 
ing that it was written by the road 
lobby rather than someone purporting 
to have the interests of rail at heart. 
Articles such as this significantly 


undermine the positive gains being 
made by the Australasian Railway 
Association on behalf of the entire 
Australian rail industry. 


The article gives an impression to 
the reader that rail accidents are a large 
cost to the Australian community. In 
reality the cost of rail accidents in Aus- 
tralia is insignificant compared to the 
cost of road accidents. Rail is a very safe 
transport mode. 


The Bureau of Transport and Com- 
munications Economics (BTCE) in 
1993 estimated the cost of rail accidents 
to be $69 million per annum (exclud- 
ing suicides). Indeed the costs of some 
accidents (especially level crossing 
accidents), should not even be attri- 
buted to rail operations. In contrast 
road accidents are estimated to cost a 
staggering $6.1 billion per year. Road 
fatalities account for $1.60 billion per 
year with 10% being attributed to 
accidents involving articulated trucks. 


During the period 1988-1992 there 
were 0.77 fatalities per 100 million 
passenger-kilometres for motor cars, 
compared to just 0.11 for rail. In other 
words rail is seven times safer. 


Your correspondent asserts that rail 
accidents continue to occur ‘at increas- 
ing cost to the nation’. There is no 
evidence provided to support this 
assertion. To the best of my know- 
ledge, there has been no data available 
since the 1993 analysis. 

The impression is also given that 
there was a recent seminar in Mel- 
bourne of rail safety investigators 
chaired by Mr Jon Bailey, Chairman of 
the Rail Safety Intergovernmental 
Working Group: this seminar was 
actually held in March 1997. As you are 
aware the rail industry in Australia is 
changing at a rapid pace and it is quite 
inappropriate to publish such an article 
so long after the event. 

In the opening paragraph of Mr 
Brown’s article he attempts to set the 
scene to justify the title of the article. 
However, Mr Bailey’s quotation needs 
to be put into context. In 1993 the 
IGA Working Group on Rail Safety 
prepared a report to the Standing 
Committee on Transport which stated 
inter alia: 

‘the social cost of rail accidents in 

Australia has been assessed at 

around $100 million per annum. 

Whilst this figure is considered to 


be low compared to the social cost 
of road accidents, it is significant in 
absolute terms. Nevertheless, based 
on available information, the safety 
record of rail appears good. The 
focus of any new rail safety regula- 
tion arrangements is to meet emerg- 
ing operational developments and 
to take advantage of possible effi- 
ciency gains’. 

The Rail Safety IGA was developed 
with the objective of achieving consist- 
ent national railway regulation pri- 
marily for the interstate rail network 
but in a manner which could flow onto 
intrastate operations. One of the key 
concepts is the principle of mutual 
recognition for accreditation between 
Regulators. 


The ARA supports the recently 
announced position of the Australian 
Transport Ministers which will see the 
removal of State Borders as an impedi- 
ment to efficient national rail oper- 
ations. It is proposed that this be 
achieved by: 


the designation, for the first time, of 
a national rail highway linking 
capital cities and their ports 
establishing a national system for 
access by all operators, including 
private firms, to the entire network 
and 

the implementation of consistent 
operating rules on that network 


The ARA has played a vital role in 
the development of Australian Stand- 
ard AS 4292 to support the IGA and is 
actively engaged in the development of 
the codes of practice which will sup- 
port AS 4292. The article stated that 
‘the remaining five parts of the Stan- 
dard are expected to be published by 
the end of 1997’. This was current 
information in March 1997, but signifi- 
cantly out of date in January 1998, as 
the five parts of the Standard were all 
issued prior to the end of 1997. 


The article needed some consider- 
able tidying up before being printed. 

In summary considerable harm is 
done to the rail industry by articles 
similar to the one under review. Whilst 
the authors intentions might seem to 
be well placed on the surface, care 
should be taken to ensure that accurate 
and positive messages are promoted. 
In future, it would be appreciated if you 
or your correspondents contacted this 
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Association for comment on articles involving current rail 
industry policy, given the current speed of change in the 
industry. 

Rail enthusiasts have an important role to play as community 
advocates for the rail industry. It is important that they are kept 
well-informed through the various magazines and publications. 
As you are aware, the Association has spent considerable effort 
in ensuring that its magazine Network Rail provides current 
industry news and information for all those interested in rail 
issues. 

Please feel free to contact me should you want any expansion 
on the comments raised above. 


A three-car Comeng set stands on the Flemington Racecourse 
near Newmarket branch as the driver changes ends prior to 
running his train back to Melbourne. It is anticipated that 
the Upfield line between North Melbourne and Flemington 
Bridge will be reopened to traffic later this month. 
Thurs.13.11.97 Stuart Turnbull 


THE OVENS VALLEY KAILWAY 


a, MM 


A second edition of Wal Larse 


has been printed, 
with latest news of the Everton-Bright railway, plus extra 
photos, an index etc. Available from the Railfan Shop, 
Melbourne, or Wal Larsen, Bright 3741. Price: $12 post free. 
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RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 


sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 


2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.SW. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines we have for sale in the shop. For a list 
please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 


Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for 
the asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. 
recently. Write, ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, 
Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always 
interested in buying your surplus railway and tramway books, tickets, badges, 
Postcards, etc. 


WANTED KNOWN 


At last, steam cab rides available to all fans. Well, not exactly! Member 
Barry Merton is now licenced to take passengers in his ‘African Queen’ look 
alike, SL Honeysuckle, on the Yarra. It’s all there, the sounds and the smells, the 
coal fired boiler, gauges and valves and centre stage, a great little steam engine 
powering along. Boat operates out of Polly Woodside and is available for 
charter. For details, ring Barry on 015 806 231 or AH (03) 5983 2090. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. 
All advertisers are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on 
request. Charges: Based on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2 per line 
per month. Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge for 
all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


POSITION VACANT 
PRODUCTION EDITOR NEWSRAIL 


Frank Cross, who has been involved in the production of NEWSRAIL 
over many years, has announced his intention to retire. Therefore, 
the position of Production Editor will become vacant from early 
1998. 

The role of the Production Editor is to physically ‘cut and paste’ 
Newsrait text and photographs into the familiar 32 page layout that is 
then dispatched to the typesetter for final production. The task is not 
arduous and the successful applicant can be expected to spend one 
weekend day per month, in association with the Photo Editor, laying 
out the magazine. The Production Editor will also pick up and deliver 
material from the typesetters on at least two occasions per month. 
The successful applicant will be offered ‘on the job’ training and 
computer skills are not essential for this job. The Production Editor 
will be guided by both the Editor and Photo Editor regarding material 
that will be included in the magazine on a monthly basis. 


All applications can be made in writing to Stuart Turnbull, PO Box 
122, Kensington 3031. ie 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


BOOK REVIEW 


Rail Scene Victoria — 
The Lindsay Crow Collection 
Edited by John Sargent 


Volume 5 — Gippsland Region, ISBN 
1-876-249-01-3 RRP $47.95 

Volume 6 — North Central Region, 
ISBN 1-876-249-02-1 RRP $47.95 

Volume 7 — Western Region, ISBN 
1-876-249-03-X RRP $47.95 

Also available as a hard cover single 
volume RRP $200.00 


Each of these three volumes contains 
a superb collection of monochrome 
images by noted photographer Lind- 
say Crow. The images were all made 
during the last decade of regular service 
steam operation in Victoria and the 
three volumes together are a represen- 
tative sample from one of the more 
significant photograph collections 
from that era. 

The photographer, a man in his 
twenties when all of the images were 
made managed to cover most of the 
spheres of operation of the then Vic- 
torian Railways which was still largely 
operating over the maximum extent of 
its trackage. He was not a ‘fair weather 
photographer’ either as several images 
made in pouring rain or in dull condi- 
tions attest to his overall skills with the 
camera. All the images were made on 
6 x 6 cameras and the negatives were 
scanned directly for reproduction 
purposes. 

All manner of trains are covered in 
this series, from R class hauled pas- 
senger trains down to Y and E class 
shunting locomotives. In fact, the 
photographer managed to photograph 
391 different VR locomotives during 
his career. The images are notable for 
not only depicting the locomotives at 
work but also for the lineside infras- 
tructure, now largely demolished, that 
is included in many of the photo- 
graphs. Semaphore signals, goods 
yards, goods sheds, signal boxes, 
watering facilities and station build- 
ings that have largely disappeared are 
included in many of the photographs. 
The photographs on pages 62 and 63 
of Korumburra yard and loco depot 
depict a scene that is beyond recog- 
nition four decades later. 

Several images stand out in the 
reviewers mind. R720 departing Nyora 
with an up’ Leongatha passenger train 


“The Lindsay Crow Collection” 


RIAN JAYS - GIPPSLAND REGION 


on page 33 is an excellent back lit 
early morning departure shot, whilst 
D*682 standing beside a horse drawn 
wagon at Tatura in 1961 (page 202) 
shows how much life has changed 
in a generation. There are countless 
‘perfect’ steam shots such as K153 
battling upgrade on the north east 
line near Springhurst and several 
classic double-headed combinations 
on the much photographed 9.30 am 
Donald - Maryborough goods. A K 
and R combination on an up goods 
climbing Armstrong bank is simply 
stunning. 


The photographer also had an eye 
for unusual operations. There are three 
images of locomotives ‘light attached’ 
to DERMS on the south east line, an A” 
replacing a failed Maryborough - Cast- 
lemaine railcar and locomotives mar- 
shalled tender to tender on a west- 
bound freight at Gheringhap. 


Caption details are fairly scant. The 
photographer admits he recorded 
details only of negatives that he 
printed and so many negatives that 
were used in these volumes went un- 
recorded. This is a lesson for all photo- 
graphers; it is vital to make contem- 
poraneous notes to accompany all 
your images. 


Unfortunately some of the captions 
have been poorly edited. Meredith, 
Guildford (twice) and Elphinstone 
are all mis-spelled whilst D°666 (page 
160) is arriving rather than departing 


Sunbury. Wodonga Coal Sidings 
is described as being the transfer 
yard and worst of all, a photograph 
of two R class locos at Middle Creek 
on the western line is misleadingly 
captioned as being ‘Deep Creek’. In 
producing volumes such as these, 
there is no excuse for such poor 
captioning which does detract from 
the books. 

However, despite these small glit- 
ches, this reviewer believes the books 
are an excellent record of a bygone era 
when steam ruled on the Victorian 
Railways. John Sargent is to be com- 
mended for encouraging the photo- 
gtapher to dust of his superb collec- 
tion and for finally getting the images 
reproduced in these volumes. I com- 
mend these three volumes to anyone 
who is a steam aficionado or who is a 
student of Victorian Railways history. 
The books represent excellent value 
for money. 


Stuart Turnbull 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 
Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


Coal Creek Heritage Village is a recreated coal mining and 
rural township located in South Gippsland. As part of the 
current redevelopment program at the site we are restor- 
ing a K Class locomotive and require assistance in the 
acquisition of items needed for the refurbishment of 35AW 
carriage and 1CW goods van. 


REQUIRED FOR THE 35AW: 
= 2 mirrors (bevelled — 666 x 385 mm) 


= 4 photographic views — 3 at 450 x 390 mm 
1 at 430 x 390 mm 


= 3 vertical pressed metal panels for vestibule ends 
= 1 ceiling pressed metal panel — 2120 x 640 mm 


= 2 clear overhead lamp glasses — diameter 200 mm 
= 1 clear overhead lamp glass — diameter, smaller for 
toilet lamp 
= Heavy linoleum for floor covering 


REQUIRED FOR THE 1CW: 
= 1 fire extinguisher = 1 brake pressure gauge 
= 6 light switches # 1 desk light 
= 2 interior overhead lights with metal grills 


We would also like assistance in sourcing various mis- 
cellaneous objects to complete the interior set up of the 
carriage. We would appreciate hearing from anyone who 
can assist us with this project. 


Please contact Lesley Ikin, Curator, by Phoning (03) 5655 1811 
or Fax (03) 5655 1480 to discuss further. 


COAL CREEK HERITAGE VILLAGE 
SOUTH GIPPSLAND HIGHWAY, KORUMBURRA 3950 


Australias Premier 
Steam Railway 


@A full day ‘behind ae scenes’ inspection tour of tl oe Puffing Billy 
Railway. in the style of the old V.R. Commissioners’ tours. 


@ Travel in the ‘First Class’, fully enclosed ‘Mount Lyell’ carriages, 
hauled by Climax and NA-class locomotives. 


@ Guided tours of workshops etc. Morning tea and Luncheon included. 


ENQUIRIES & BOOKINGS 


Forall enquiries and bookings, please contact our Belgrave office, 
during business hours, Monday to Friday. 


Phone: 97546800 _ Internet URL: pbr.railpage.org.au 
PUFFING BILLY - NOW MORE THAN JUST A TRAIN RIDE! 


PBR-39 


BRANCH LINE 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


7 aa , 

$24 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 

10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Magazines and Books New and Used Models 


Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


Wels AINGUINS Ska 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
EFTPOS — VISA — MASTERCARD — BANKCARD 
Shop 29, Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


MARYVALE TOUR|| 


Saturday 
W 4th April 1998 


Join us for a Grand Steam Tour to Maryvale, situated deep in the 
heart of the Latrobe Valley. Heading our train will be R 707 an Express 
Passenger Steam Locomotive, hauling a consist of 115 km/hr 
rollingstock, with a choice of Comfortable non air-conditioned or air- 
con cars. After steaming through the fine rich dairying Gippsland 
countryside with average speeds upto around 100 knvhr, our first 
destination this day will be the Maryvale Australian Paper Mill, which 
was a privately operated railway until a few years ago. Recent track 
upgrading works have now made it possible for an 'R' Class loco to 
make history by treading over this new trackage for the very first time. 
Whilst in the Latrobe Valley we have an interesting Optional Extra 
Tour, departing from the paper mill, by coach via Erica running beside 
the former Walhalla (2' 6") Narrow Gauge Railway. Included in this 
tour will be a very interesting train ride on the Walhalla Goldfields 
Railway. Around mid-afternoon you will reboard our mainline steam 
train at Moe, ready for an express run arriving Melb. just before sunset. 
Aternatively you may enjoy a 75 min stopover whilst in Traralgon. 
Time Plan: (Approx) Dep. Spencer St. Stn. 9am and retum 5-40pm. 
Catering: ‘On Board' Kiosk Car Service. Optional Salad Lunch $9. 
Fares: Adult $49 Child $25 Air-con(surcharge) $8 Walhalla Tour $15 
Bookings: (by mail only) C/- 7 Rob Roy Street Glen Waverley 3150 
Phone Enquiries: John Langlois 9803-3124 (Evenings 7-30 to 9pm) 
Brochures available at:- Spencer St Stn Info, Rail Fan Shop & Rail Museum. 
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Tipe Australian Railway // 


Roe 
= Historical Society 
Victorian Division Inc 
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Above: With trackwork in progress G531 heads a short MA2 freight 
at Mile End Junction (SA). Tues.23.12.97 

Below: West of Adelaide an indiginous NR30 teams up with 
Trailerail unit NR53 to haul MP5 at Merriton (SA). Wed.10.12.97 
Both photos Roger Evans 
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